Compleat Botanica - Pathfinder

9 Using the software 9 Pathfinder

How to use the Pathfinder facility

The Pathfinder table of contents is an easy way to find documents by topic.
ﬂ Using the Pathfinder Each topic in the table of contents contains documents related to an area of

table of contents general interest.

The Pathfinder View is a specialized Web browser for displaying
documentation about The Compleat Botanica. In addition, the Pathfinder
View can be used as a general purpose Web browser when your computer is
connected to the Internet.

ﬂ Using the Pathfinder
View

Pathfinder documentation can be displayed in three different ways: 1)
through the integrated Pathfinder View, 2) through the Pathfinder on Top

0 LAl TS menu item, and 3) through the separate Pathfinder program from the Start

window
menu.

Hypertext links within Pathfinder are accompanied by small icons to
indicate the type of document to be displayed. This visual cue will give you

ﬂ SHIIZE S UESGl D Urses some idea about the relevancy and location of the document.

Pathfinder documents

You'll need to dicide whether to allow Pathfinder to have direct access to the
ﬂ Pathfinder behind

firewalls

Internet.



9 Using the software 9 Pathfinder

The Pathfinder table of contents is an easy way to find documents by topic. Each topic in the table of contents contains
documents related to an area of general interest.

Clicking a topic in the table of contents shows an index of related documents in the Pathfinder View. Double-clicking a
topic in the table of contents expands that portion of the hierarchy to display the related document titles.

.H.-" e e e .--q,.- R T g -q,.- T g P L Sy "-:H.-T
5 ‘uiv,iu,iv,iv,iu,iv,iv} i TR i*;,iv,iv,iv,iv,iv,iﬂe
< .
w. Search: 5
=, |Enteryou search criteria hera &
i e
Sl _ fdan
SR - s
-q{:-q\_ EI@ Pathfinder " ﬂj
] —_—
E;E EI @ Getting the rost out of The Compleat Batanica E,»
i B2 @ Getting started b
R H : . S
e R @ [Atroductary tutanal e
i I . e
o - @B Tour of essential features e
i PoE e
1 - £ Howdol i
< H H boi
4 S R @ Th |:, a
i P & not 0 obvious . i
i P
{’ EI @ Pathfinder i
£ H A
S [ 0 Using the Pathfinder table of contents =
3 o
3 I B ﬂ Uszing the Pathfinder View %
= P =
£ R o Fathfinder in a separate window g
- H .':.
1 L e 0 Sembalz uzed in these Pathfinder documents
i R @ Filters i
) : -
it F e @ Categones p
i i b
. E‘ @ Specimen i
ﬂj S B @ Specimen List :;
& i : ot
L S @ Specimen Views 5
o e @ Alphabetical index to columns ¥
i El@ Plant names g
i { : e
i R @ Botanical names i
LA i E i
L P e @ Spell-checker and farmatting rules )
St '5*_:::5_
E;:; P e @ Veracular names 3
A3 P s
:,, - @ Fictures i
i EI @ Frinting ~r| 4
; . .
i ST AT -c.-" -c.-" -c.-" LA e T -c.-" -c.-" -c.-" P :
'i‘i- e L e e




9 Using the software 9 Pathfinder

The Pathfinder view is a specialized Web browser for displaying documentation about
The Compleat Botanica. In addition, the Pathfinder View can be used as a general purpose

ﬂ o Web browser when your computer is connected to the Internet. This integrated approach

to documentation and browsing allows you to reduce the window clutter that usually
accompanies on-line help systems.
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Inter-generic hybrids are formally identified with a cross
symbol prefiking their name. This symbol looks like a
small letter “»", Before the advent of UNICODE, this
symbol was not present in most computer fonts, thus
the common practice was to substitute the cross
symbal for with the lower case letter "x". This
convention allows for easy entry of these names and
has been adopted by The Compleat Botanica.

B e e e T e

Genus |x Chitalpa -

Speciez |tashkentensis -

e i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e R B S A e

Mote that the first letter of a species names Is
always capitalized (this is automatically done for you
by the software). In the case of inter-generic
hybrids the "“x" is not considered to be the first
letter,

See also
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At the bottom portion of the Pathfinder View is a navigation toolbar. Use the blue arrows to return to previously shown
documents. Use the address box and the green button on the right to go directly to a particular document or Web site.



9 Using the software 9 Pathfinder

Pathfinder documentation can be displayed in three different ways: 1) through the integrated Pathfinder View, 2) through the Pathfinder on Top menu item, and 3) through the
separate Pathfinder program from the Start menu.

Accessing documents through the integrated Pathfinder View reduces window clutter by using The Compleat Botanica
the same space used for all of the Specimen Views, the Filter View, the Checklist View, and the File Edit “iew Specimen Split Help
Category View. Simply click on the toolbar icon at the top of the main window v— [
Q¢ @0 8|
The Compleat Botanica
File Edit | “igw Specimen Split Help
© & ¢ v Pathfinder |
— Specimer e
Filters You can also use the View menu to access the integrated Pathfinder View.
Wernacular names
Checklist
Cateqgories
Sometimes it's helpful to be able to read documentation side-by-side with the area of the The Compleat Botanica

software that you're trying to learn about.

File Edit “iew Specimen Split | Help
= ::l[ Credits & citations. .

b=

The Pathfinder on Top feature displays documents in a separate window that floats on top 0 @ Q @ D E
of The Compleat Botanica program. To access it, use the Help menu item.

Pathfinder on top...

To access the Pathfinder documents without using The Compleat Botanica, use the Windows Start menu.

The separate window can be sized and positioned to best suit your display monitor.



Windows Explorer

Prograrms
Documents
Settings
Search
Help

Bun...

Shut Down, ..

A& Internet Explorer
@ Cutlook Express

ﬂPathFinder |

Compleat Botanica
[Dakta Manager
Displat versions
Pathfinder

Remoyve Compleat Bokanica

Documents ko help wou get more ouk of The Compleat
Botanica




9 Using the software 9 Pathfinder

Hypertext links within Pathfinder are accompanied by small icons to indicate the type of document to be displayed.
This visual clue will give you some idea about the relevancy and location of the document.

@ B

This indicates a link to a table of contents document.

This indicates a link to a summary page with links to related topics.

This indicates a link to an introductory page for a group of related topics.

This indicates a link to a document with specific information.

This indicates a link to a World Wide Web site. This link will only work if you are connected to the
Internet.



Compleat Botanica - Pathfinder behind firewalls

9 Using the software 9 Pathfinder

If you have firewall software on your computer which restricts access to the Internet, you'll need to decide whether grant
or deny this access to Pathfinder. Pathfinder uses an embedded copy of Microsoft Internet Explorer to display these
documents. If you allow Internet Explorer to access the Internet, you'll also want to allow Pathfinder to have this access.
On the other hand, if you're running a tightly secured computer, you'll want to deny access.

McAfee Personal Firewall Plus

Application Wants to
Access the Internet

The program Crescent Bloom
Compleat Botanica is requesting access

Here's what one software firewall product looks like to the Internet, Do you wank to allow it?

the first time Pathfinder tries to use the Internet. ] ]
Path: C:\Program Files\Compleat Bokanica

\Programs\CornpleatBotanica, exe

@ I want to...

ﬁ_l Grant Access
* Block &ll Access

Each firewall product uses its own methods for granting and denying Internet acsess. Follow the manufacturer's
instructions for granting or denying access to the Compleat Botanica and Pathfinder. The executable file for the software
is typically located at C: \ Pr ogr am Fi | es\ Conpl eat Bot ani ca\ Pr ogr ans\ Conpl eat Bot ani ca. exe.



Compleat Botanica - Filtering your data

9 Using the software 9 Filters

Index to filtering topics

The Filter View is where you specify which columns and rows to include or

ﬂ LLIFIFLIEE exclude from the Specimen List.
View

Filters allow you to see only the data you're interested in. You can use filters
0 All about to include or exclude records based on many different criteria.

filters

Each column uses a different method for specifying what to include and

0 Specifying what data to what to exclude. Here are some examples.

include and exclude

The list of specimen can display any combination of columns. Choose which
ﬂ Choosing which columns

to show

columns to include using the Filter View.



9 Using the software 9 Filters

The Filter view is where you specify which columns and rows to include or exclude from the Specimen

Q ~ List.

. <[] Deciduous trees =2
% Filter Description: IDecidunus hees

| [tem | Filter | |@ Specimen
= Batanica.. | [=] Botanical Mame

=) Height At leaztinr | =) Species

----- =] Variety

----- =] Cultivar

----- =) Common Name

----- =1 Family

----- (=] Uncertain taxonomy
----- E] Specimen Mumber
""" =] Tag needs printing
|@ Acquizition

----- =] Nursemny

-

'
.-I.-\.

-

1% |

™ Include all Life cycle

& |nclude selected items =

¢ Biennial

@ Cactus or succulent
}ﬁiﬁ Deciduous

5:%_'5 Evergreen




| L TR

4

!':gﬁ Evergreen
!':%5 Fern
@ Grass

!;T’iifj Herbaceous

Here's a table describing some of the general features of this view:

Filter description

Type any name here that describes the purpose of the filter.

Filter Dezcriphion: Decidunuz trees
Item
| Itern | Filker |
IE] Botanica...

This is the list of column names to show in the Specimen List.

=l Height At least1 Ot

Filter

(Adj tto "Item”) This is an abbreviation of the type of records to include or exclude.
jacent to "ltem
Icons

Blue icons are unfiltered columns. Red icons are filtered columns.
(to the left of "lItem")



Add column -
* Add columns to the filter by selecting the column name in the right-hand list.

Remove columns from the filter by selecting the column name in the left-hand list.
Remove column X

All columns in the database:

|@ Specimen -
~-[Z] Botanical Mame

~[=] Genus

-[Z] Species

~-[Z] Yariety
@ Cultivar Select columns here and press the "Add column" button to add it to the filter.

~[Z] Carmmon Marne

@ Farnily Double-click an item to add it quickly.
~[=] Uncertain tagonomy

-[=] Specimen Mumber

-[Z] Tag needs printing

Acquizition

~[Z] Murzerny

-[Z) Date

--[=] Compost ;I

@

" Include all Life cycle

& |nclude selected items T

%¢ Biennial =)
f‘?l_‘f Cactus
’ﬁﬂ Deciduous

Specify what data to include or exclude in the lower portion of the view.

—
Lg Evergreen Each column displays a different set of possible filtering criteria here.

!;%:-i Fem
@ Grass

f’i}_ﬁ Herbaceous ~|



9 Using the software 9 Filters

Filters allow you to see only the data you're interested in. You can use filters to include or exclude records based on
many different criteria. Each column type uses it's own simple and intuitive method for including/excluding records.
See the Specifying what data to include and exclude topic.

Filters are also the way to choose which columns to view in the Specimen List. See the Choosing which columns to show

topic.

You can have as many customized filters as you want:

- (@ Specimen

----- (@ o zeazon of color
bt (@ Springtime bloomers
bt (@ Acquisition

-igh Calendar

- gh Ecosystem
A Al fields _
¢ The compost heap
g The maple family 2

------ (@ Flantz waiting to be identified

The "current filter" is defined as the filter selected in the Specimen List. In addition to determining which records are
shown in the Specimen List, the current filter determines which records and which columns are included when you
print reports, when you export data, and when you publish.
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9 Using the software 9 Filters

Each column uses a different method for specifying what to include and what to exclude. Here are some examples.

Categories allow you to pick from a customized list:

i+ |nclude all Soil pH

i |nclude selected items W strangly acidic ]

moderately acidic
slighthy acidic
17 neutral
g slighthy alkaline
. moderately alkaline
L strongly alkaline

Text columns are filtered with either exact or inexact matches:

(¢ |nclude all Genus

(" lhclude the exact text |

(" |hclude anything with the phrase |
(" |hclude only empty iterms

(" Ihclude anly filed-in items

Checkbox columns are either checked or not-checked:

o+ |nclude all Uncertain taxononmy

(" |nclude anly matching items [ Uncertain taxononmy




Numeric columns are filtered using typical arithmetic comparison operators:

Date-range columns can be specified using the special date-range control:

Color columns are specified by color ranges:



* |nclude all Leaf color

e Include Leaf colors belonging to color

groLp " Include specific Leaf colars

<all possible values» £ <unspecified>
<unspecified» <all possible walues>

B cieck tea-rose

D i carnation

Blue-Graen ash

B Brown platinurm

EGreen sibver

Greny coral

Grey-Brown maLwe

Greyed-Green =] blush =]

Ll

Height and spread are specified with the special dimension control:

™ Include all Overall height

¥ Expreszion

Mo more than :I | il

YWithin range r r r r 1
Approzimately o 2 4 &6 & 0cm
Unzpecified

All columns without filtering criteria are shown in the list with a blue symbol. Any columns used for filtering are shown
with a red symbol. In this example, the “Water” column is set to include only specimen with watering needs equal to
Dry, Moist, Wet, or Well drained.



[tem Filter

Botanical name
Overall zpread

Uncertain tasonomy
Harvest zeason
Leaf color

=] “Water 1Dy, Moist, 'Wet, wel drained}




9 Using the software 9 Filters

The list of specimen can display any combination of columns. Choose which columns to include using the Filter View.

« | = | New filter
Filker Dezcnption: Mew filker

[t Filter | rt? Climate
[=] Botanical r... ----- =] Clim

ate view
zhine

= =] Soil pH
=) USDA zones

----- [Z] Heat zones
~[Z] Sunszet zones

...... =] Plant community

DL
l}{. .-I.-\.

------ [=] Biotic community
"ﬁ.ﬂ;ﬁ Garden
--[Z] Garden view

[

Use the right-hand side to choose which columns to include, then press the "Add" button to add those columns to the

filter.



Compleat Botanica - Custom categories

9 Using the software 9 Categories

Index to custom category topics

The Category View is where you’ll add and remove lookup values for each of

ﬂ The Category the custom categories. The entries in these lists will be available in the

View

Customizing your
categories

Setting default values for
new specimen records

Using codes as shortcuts
in the category fields

Categories that allow free-
form data entry

How do | specify more
than one best use,
desirable quality or
adverse quality for a
specimen?

combo-boxes of the five Specimen Views.

As you organize your specimen, you'll want to create special categories for
the things most important to you. All of the drop-down combo-boxes can be
customized to show exactly the list of categories you want.

If you'll be creating several new specimen records and each of them have
some common characteristics, it's convenient to have the common values
automatically filled in for you.

As you're filling in the fields for a new specimen, you can type less and save
time by using category codes as shortcuts.

All of the drop-down combo-boxes have their editing areas enabled to allow
for free-form data entry when the standard list of categories just doesn't fit.

Sometimes a single category doesn’t fully describe the attributes of a
specimen.



Plant hardiness and heat tolerance span a range of zones and are thus
o ) specified with a description like "Zones 06a-09b" or "AHS 06-09". The
ﬂ SECET g G e Zuie drop-down combo-boxes used to specify and display climate zones allow you

ran . . . .
anges to enter descriptions just like this.



9 Using the software 9 Categories

The Category view is where you add and remove special values for each of the custom

E ll categories.
ﬂil Annual cycle i) W[=]
' E:i C Depends on climate 2]

;F‘E D Deciduous

f:gﬁ E Ewvergreen

EEJ A, Mot applicable

;E:i = Semi-evergrean
®: Mew category = Delete category
Colardlcon Cade [
- J : R Fulltext |Depends an climate
"p [T Default category for new specimen

Y -

s rou

o i

—a Tranzlation

A&

D efirution

" More.. |




' E:i C Depends on climate 2l

E‘Eﬁ D Deciduous
f:gﬁ E Ewergreen

;E:i ], Mot applicakle
@ = SEMmi-evergresen

=

5 5 Add categony

| 7. Remowve category

Fulltext |Depends on climate

Code |

[T Default categom for new specimen

Group

Tranzlation

"The selected item™

Choose an existing entry from this list
to modify its name, description, code,
and icon/color.

Add a new category to the list.

Remove an existing category from the
list.

Type the full name of the item here.

Enter a unique code here (from 1to 6
characters) that will be used for fast
data-entry.

Check this box and new specimen will
automatically be assigned this value.

A group of items with similar concepts
can be sorted in the category listings by
assigning the same group name here.
See for example the pre-installed items
under plant parts, plant uses, and
medicinal properties.

The Latin name for this English word,
or the English name for this Latin
word. This field is used mostly for
leaves and flower categories.



D efinition

Calar?lcon

]
=
EY

;}E

A

= More.. |

[—

[~

The definition of the item. Obscure
botanical Latin terms are explained
here.

Select the icon to be associated with
this item.

For color-coded categories, select a
color here.

Use this button to see a full list of
possible icons to assign to this category.
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The nurseries you buy from and the layout of your gardens is unique to you. As you organize your specimen, you'll want
to create special categories for the things most important to you. All of the drop-down combo-boxes can be customized

to show exactly the list of categories you want. Here’s how.

From the Category View, select the type of category you want to customize:

-"s Categories
=- ‘} Colors
------ - Mg Popular colors
------ E RHS colors
o Life cpcle
: ..... E |_|r|r'|” =
------ E Growth fu:nrm
------ E Growth habit
------ Mg Life cycle
------ E Life farm
- LmY Stature
E| ID Clirnate
- Mg AHS heat zones
----- " Biotic communities
. ®g pH balance
----- By Flant commurnity
Mg Soil texture
----- By Sunset Mational Garden Book zones
----- "2 Sunshine requirements
----- By USDA hardiness zones
- By W ater requirements
El 'ﬁ.l'qﬁ Garden
N - g Garden location
------ E Mursemny
------ E Price code
N E Size at acguizition
E| 0 Special qualities
- M Bestuses




Use the New category and Remove category buttons to get just the right combination that’s important to you.

ﬂil Annual cycle i) N[=]
' !;E:i C Depends on climate =
!;F'i‘;? ] Deciduous
@ E Ewvergreen
EEJ [, Mot applicable
f:gﬁ = Semi-evergreen
=
* MNew category 7 Delete category |
Color/lcon Code [
0 AN ik Pepencs o cimar
=
"E—é}i [T Default category for new specimen
"
Fﬂ Group
L“gj Transglation
Drefinition
=
" hore .. |

The “Full text” field is what you'll see in the combo-box. The “Code” is a shortcut that can be used to quickly select the
category without typing the full text. The “Color/lcon” is the picture you'll see whenever the category is selected.
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If you'll be creating several new specimen records and each of them have some common characteristics, it's convenient
to have the common values automatically filled in for you. This can be done by checking the box labeled “Default
category for new specimen”.

’ﬁ: A * Annual Fut
:E: B Bulh, corm, tuber, rhizome .
th‘j B Cactus or succulent
f:,?_’f‘,'j O Deciduous _"_!

- Add code P4 Rermove cade |

Full text |&nnual
Code |4 v Default category for new specimen
Calordlcon f%j ]
¥

As shown in this example, all new specimen will automatically have their Life cycle set to “Annual”.

=

Rakd New specimen <

Life cycle ':t} Annual o

-—

Stature -

Best uzez -




Compleat Botanica - Using codes as shortcuts in the category fields

e Using the software e Categories

As you're filling in the fields for a new specimen, you can type less and save time by using category codes as shortcuts. Most codes are a single
letter or number, although some codes can be up to 6 characters in length.

To use a code instead of typing the full text, simply type the code followed by the <Tab> key to advance to the next field. Leaving the field
causes the spell-checker to be triggered which looks for the code in the list of possible categories. If found, the full text is placed in the field. If
not found, the text is considered to be “free-form” text rather than a code and is left alone. The spell-checker places a red line under the free-
form text to alert you -- this can be ignored if your intention was to use the free-form feature.

] Perom g =




9 Using the software 9 Categories

All of the drop-down combo-boxes have their editing areas enabled to allow for free-form data entry when the standard
list of categories just doesn't fit. This flexibility allows you to use the category to store any text description, and at the
same time allows you to quickly choose from a standard list when appropriate.

Here is what the adverse qualities category looks like when the free-form feature has been used to store a description
which is not in the standard list.

Adverse qualities

Drops caustic sticky gum j

W Aftracts bees
T Irvasive

W Itchy

W Messy liter
7 Prickly

W Stinky

W Toxic
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Sometimes a single category doesn’t fully describe the attributes of a specimen. For example a plant may be good as cut
flowers and as dried arrangements.

Best uzez

@ Eetween pavers

‘4! Borders and heds

S Cut flowers

@ Dried arrangements

‘1 Fances and trellises

@ Hanging baskets

@ Hedges and screens
‘1 Poolside

@ Fock gardens

) Wall covar

To categorize this, use the free-form feature and type in both attributes, ignoring the spell-checker redline (it will go
away the next time you view this record.)



Best uzes

Cut floweers, Dried arrangements j

@ Between pawvers

v Borders and heds

1 Cut flowers

@ Dried arrangements

v Fences and trellises

fﬁ Hanging baskets

@ Hedges and screens
W Poolside

fﬁ Fock gardens

‘1 Wall cover
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Plant hardiness and heat tolerance span a range of zones and are thus specified with a description like "Zones 06a-09b"
or "AHS 06-09". The drop-down combo-boxes used to specify and display climate zones allow you to enter descriptions

just like this.

Because the drop-down list only shows the
individual zones, you'll have to specify zonal ranges
by typing the codes in the text-entry portion of the
combo-box. The color-patches are automatically

assigned when you press the <TAB> key and go to AHS heat zones 0F-0%5 j
the next field.

Here's what the results will look like:

USDA hardiness 05al Zones DBa-09k b

BHS heat zones N 09 AHS 0B-09 b

The Sunset climate zones that an individual species is adapted to are frequently discontinuous ranges. For example, the
coldest climate zones would include zones 01-02, zone 15, and zones 44-45. Here's how multiple zonal ranges will look:

Sunzet climate zones I 01 Climates 01-02.15,44-45 j

There are six climate fields that allow multiple codes:



Plant community

USDA Hardiness

Sunset climate
zones

AHS heat zones

Acceptable soil pH

Optimal soil texture
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